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legislation, and lack of responsiveness
disqualify her from this important po-
sition as Secretary of the Interior. If
she is allowed to implement her Green
New Deal-inspired policies at the De-
partment of the Interior, the results
for America’s energy supply and econ-
omy will be catastrophic.

So I cannot support and will not sup-
port her nomination, and I urge other
Senators also to vote against the nomi-
nation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for 3
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to speak today on the nomina-
tion of Representative DEBRA HAALAND
to be the Secretary of the Interior. Her
nomination was carefully considered
by the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources, which I am privileged
to chair.

Her hearing went well, and it went
for 2 days. Every member of the com-
mittee questioned her. Most asked her
two rounds of questions, and some
asked three. We then asked her 70
pages of questions for the record—near-
ly 300 questions, many with multiple
subparts.

The committee questioned her close-
ly on her beliefs, her opinions, the
President’s policies, and what she will
do if confirmed. In the end, the com-
mittee voted to report her nomination
favorably, 11 to 9. I am proud to have
voted to report her nomination, and I
am proud to speak in favor of her con-
firmation today.

While I may not personally agree
with some of Congresswoman
HAALAND’s past statements and policy
positions, as Secretary she will be car-
rying out President Biden’s agenda, the
agenda that the voters elected Presi-
dent Biden to pursue.

At her hearing, she confirmed that
she and the administration recognize
that our country will remain depend-
ent on fossil fuels for years to come,
and a transition to a cleaner energy fu-
ture must come through innovation,
not elimination.

She also affirmed her strong commit-
ment to bipartisanship. She under-
stands the need to work across the
aisle to find the bipartisan solutions
needed to address the diverse needs of
our country and has demonstrated that
she can do so effectively.

I was also deeply impressed by the
strong endorsement she received by
Congressman DON YOUNG, for whom I
have the utmost respect. DON YOUNG
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has been in Congress long enough to be
able to read people and know their
heart and soul. He took the time and
trouble to appear before the committee
and testified to the productive working
relationship he has had with Congress-
woman HAALAND and her willingness to
work with him on important issues.
That meant a lot to me, and I hope it
will also resonate with my colleagues.

President Biden is in perhaps the
most difficult position a modern-day
President has ever been in, bringing us
back from the brink after January 6.
That day changed me, and I feel
strongly that with the deep divisions
running through our country and the
Halls of Congress today, we have to
have people who have demonstrated
they have the temperament and will-
ingness to reach across the aisle. Con-
gresswoman HAALAND has dem-
onstrated she does and she will.

As the President works to bind to-
gether a nation split by deep political,
racial, social, and economic divisions,
he is also trying to assemble a Cabinet
that reflects the rich diversity of our
Nation, one that looks like America.
And 230 years after Washington called
his first Cabinet meeting, it is long
past time to give a Native American
woman a seat at the Cabinet table.

For these reasons, I support DEB
HAALAND’s nomination and will vote to
report her and to support her, and I
look forward to working with her to
protect our public lands and ensure the
responsible use of our natural re-
sources in the most bipartisan manner.
I strongly support her nomination. I
urge all of my colleagues to vote to in-
voke cloture today and to confirm her
nomination next week.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 31, Debra
Anne Haaland, of New Mexico, to be Sec-
retary of the Interior.

Charles E. Schumer, Chris Van Hollen,
Michael F. Bennet, Jack Reed, Tammy
Duckworth, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff
Merkley, Christopher A. Coons, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Patrick J. Leahy,
Amy Klobuchar, Tina Smith, Brian
Schatz, Robert Menendez, Richard J.
Durbin, Martin Heinrich, Maria Cant-
well.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of DEBRA ANNE HAALAND, of New Mex-
ico, to be Secretary of the Interior,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
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Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY),
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KEN-
NEDY), and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54,
nays 42, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 118 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kaine Sanders
Brown Kelly Schatz
Cantwell King Schumer
Cardin Klobuchar Shaheen
Carper Leahy Sinema
Casey Lujan Smith
Collins Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Sullivan
Cortez Masto Menendez Tester
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Feinstein Murphy Warnock
Gillibrand Murray Warren
Graham Ossoff Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—42
Barrasso Grassley Risch
Blackburn Hagerty Romney
Blunt Hawley Rounds
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cornyn Johnson Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Shelby
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz Marshall Toomey
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Paul Wicker
Fischer Portman Young

NOT VOTING—4

Burr Kennedy
Cassidy Moran

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). On this vote, the yeas are 54,
the nays are 42.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Oklahoma is recog-
nized.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, we
are a year into the COVID epidemic—a
year. If you think about it, this week a
year ago, in Oklahoma City there was
a basketball game going on between
the Utah Jazz and the Oklahoma City
Thunder. They were 2 minutes away
from tip-off, and the announcer came
on the speaker and said: Ladies and
gentlemen, there has been a case of
COVID-19 that has been discovered by
one of the players. This game is post-
poned.

And with that one announcement, a
year ago this week, all professional
sports stopped across the entire coun-
try, and the country, for a moment,
woke up and realized: This is more seri-
ous than we thought. And everything
shifted. Within a week, the United
States had shut down for 8 weeks, and
we went into lockdown.

At the beginning point of that, this
Congress came together in a bipartisan
way and passed something called the
CARES Act, $1.6 trillion, an enormous
relief bill, because we were walking
into uncharted territory. We created
things like the Paycheck Protection



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-03-12T06:52:48-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




